Cold Front by Arianna Tull
CHARACTERS:

Matt Taylor- late 30s. Diner owner. Long term
rel ati onship with Lauren.

Lauren Clarke- md 30s. Wirks in the city. Long
termrelationship with Matt.

Chri stine Davidson- early 20s. Coll ege student.
Troy's daughter.

Troy Davidson- md 50s. Christine's dad, he cane
out as gay 9 years ago.

Ril ey Hansen- | ate teens. Sinply unashaned.

Tonm e Sanders- | ate teens. Recently graduated
hi gh school

Al l en Dunne- late 20s. A bit of a fuckup. The
ol dest.

Gmven Dunne- md 20s. Well off but directionl ess.
The m ddl e ki d.

Hudson Dunne- early 20s. Coll ege student. The
youngest .



Matt stands behind a counter CS with a pile of
receipts in front of him He counts them quickly
out of habit, but there is no real sense of
urgency. A door leading to the street is on a

di agonal wall SR, a doorway to the kitchen is
directly behind Matt, and three tables sit DS.
Christine and Troy sit at the table SR, Tonm e
sits CS, Hudson sits SL.

Lauren enters fromthe street and heads strai ght
for the counter. She slips behind it and starts
di ggi ng around for sonething to eat.

MATT

Hey, stop that.
LAUREN

" m hungry.
MATT

Then order sonet hi ng.
LAUREN

Much hunger. Must eat to tal k!
MATT

CGet out from behind the counter. 1'll nmake you food.
LAUREN

My hero. Were is Giff?

She takes a seat in a bar stool DS of the
counter with a bagel in her hand.

MATT
Sent himhonme early. He looked a little freaked about
his finals.

LAUREN
A synpat hetic boss too! Wat doesn't ny man have?

MATT
Pati ence.

LAUREN
Fai r enough. Do you want sone hel p? Doesn't | ook |ike
a bunch of people in here, but you | ook busy.



MATT
You don't work here.

LAUREN
And?

MATT
And - you don't work here.

LAUREN
Yeah, and?

MATT
(with a sigh)
| guess you could refill everybody's drinks.

Lauren | eans across the counter to kiss himand
she steals the notepad and pen he uses to take
orders. She holds themup for himto see.

LAUREN
Just in case soneone wants sonet hi ng.

She takes a full pot of coffee and heads to
Tommie's table first. Tomme is in her own
world. Allen enters fromthe steet and heads to
Hudson' s tabl e.

LAUREN

Doi ng okay over here.
TOW E

Oh - yeah, sorry. | am
LAUREN

Need to be topped of f?

TOW E
No, I'mall good.

LAUREN
Alright. Let ne know if you need anyt hi ng!

Lauren heads to Hudson and Al l en.

ALLEN
Hey, man. You | ook good!

HUDSON
Thanks. You just get off work?



ALLEN
Yeah. My boss is a total fucking dick, you have no
i dea.

HUDSON
You text me nightly about it.

ALLEN
VWll, | guess you do know t hen, huh?

LAUREN
How are you guys doi ng over here?

ALLEN
Better, now you're over here sweetness.

HUDSON
Cone on.

LAUREN
Need anynore coff ee.

ALLEN
Hey, hun. Take a quick seat. W'Il talk about the
first thing that cones up

He pats his |ap, she glares.

LAUREN
That'd be an awfully short conversati on.

She pours a little coffee into the nugs and
heads back to the counter.

HUDSON
You don't have to be so - aggressively sexist, you
know.

ALLEN
| "' m not aggressive about it.

HUDSON
Ckay, sure.

ALLEN
When is Gnen getting here?

HUDSON
She said she's on her way fromclass, so hopefully
soon.



ALLEN
God, and she was so worried she'd have to wait for
nme.

LAUREN
Good god, this town just keeps attracting the worst
ki nd of creeps!

MATT

Who is?
LAUREN

The Pauly Shore wanna-be over there.
MATT

| would say he's a bit nore Brendan Fraser.
LAUREN

Wth that hair? No way.
MATT

Specifically in that one cave man novi e.
LAUREN

Ha! Sure, okay now | see it.

Chri stine | aughs.

CHRI STI NE

--1"myour favorite kid anyway.
TROY

You're ny favorite daughter.
CHRI STI NE

Not fair! You can't say that.
TROY

Fine - you're ny favorite child --
CHRI STI NE

Fin//ally!
TROY

-at this table.
CHRI STI NE

Ugh! Cone on! Just admt it.
TROY

Never .



They both laugh and drink, letting the
conversation die for a nonent. Lauren heads over
to them having mssed themin her first round.

LAUREN
Hey, you guys okay over here? Need any coffee?

TROY
Thank you.

Lauren fills their mugs and wanders back to the
counter. Matt and she have a sil ent
conversation

CHRI STI NE
How i s Ji mmy?

TROY
He's alright. He wanted to cone up here with nme but
he couldn't get off work.

CHRI STI NE
Ain't no rest for the DJ, huh?
TROY
Pretty nuch.
CHRI STI NE
Vell - tell himthat | mssed him Hopefully he can
cone up next tine.
TROY
| wouldn't bet on it, but hopefully.
Anot her small silence as they both think on what
to say.
TROY
How i s school going?
CHRI STI NE
Pretty good. Filmtheory is kicking ny ass, but it's
fun.
TROY

And the | oan went through okay?

CHRI STI NE
Yep, they accepted it.



TROY
| think you' d be hard pressed to find a school who
didn'"t willingly accept noney from you.

CHRI STI NE
Fai r enough.

TROY
Do you think it would help you get sone nore
financial aid if you had divorced parents?

Christine averts her eyes and doesn't respond
for a nonent. Riley suddenly enters fromthe
street and goes straight for Tonme's table.
Riley sits closed off.

TOW E
Hey!

Rl LEY
H -

TROY
Sorry, | // shouldn't have -

CHRI STI NE
No, it's alright. Umm- | don't know Maybe. If |
just reported Momis incone.

TROY
Well, I"'mnot sure if it'll conme to that. Divorces
are a little costly.

CHRI STI NE
Yeah, | got it.

TOW E
So -- G bsland was really fun.

Rl LEY
Cool .

TOW E
Yep. | lost the costune contest to the sheriff.
That's alright though. | didn't really think I'd wn,
you know.

Rl LEY

Sur e.



TOW E
You graduate next week, right?

Rl LEY
On Sat ur day.

TOW E
Awesone! Hopefully your nomw || take tons of photos.
| wish | could actually be there.

Rl LEY
Why ?

TOW E
What do you nean? To see you graduate.

Rl LEY
You want to sit in a hot church for two hours to see
me get a piece of paper?

TOW E
Hey, | feel like it's half mne! |I think |I've done
nmore of your homework than ny own these past few
years.

Rl LEY
Don't. Please don't.

TOW E
| won't - | was...l'msorry. | didn't mean anything
/[l by it.

Rl LEY

VWhatever, it's fine.

Tomm e druns her fingers the table. Matt cones
by with a pot of coffee. He places a nug in
front of Riley and fills it quickly.

MATT
You know what you want ?
Rl LEY
|"mjust here for a conversation.
MATT
| ove when city kids cone in.
Rl LEY

What ?



MATT
Don't worry about it. Qur special is a jack onelette.
Matt goes directly into the kitchen and Lauren
takes a seat at the counter again, not so slyly
eves dropping on all the conversations. Riley
glares after Matt.
TOW E
So, did you ever go to pron? You' ve been kinda MA
the |l ast few weeks.
Rl LEY
No.
TOW E
Oh - why not? | thought // that he -
Rl LEY
Billy never asked.
TOW E
Damm. What a jackass. Go on four dates with a guy and
he still won't ask you to prom
Rl LEY
| guess so.
TOW E
Are you -- are you gonna still see hin? Now that Prom
season is over? | remenber you said you // were gonna
Rl LEY
| like him He's nice to ne.
TOW E
Wasn't | nice to you?
They both pause. Tomnm e can't think of anything
el se to say. Riley sighs and | ooks up from her
wor k. They | ook at each other for a m nute.
Riley bites the inside of her cheek then sits
f orward
Rl LEY
W're friends still, right?
TOW E

Yeah, of course we are.
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Rl LEY
You'd - give ne advice and stuff if | needed it?

TOW E
Sure? | don't think I'd be good at giving advice on
i ke - robbing a bank or anything but, yeah.

Rl LEY
Can you be serious for once in your life.

TOW E
Yeah, yes. Sorry.

Rl LEY
Can | talk to you then, for a mnute.

TOW E
| thought that's what we were already doing.

Rl LEY
As ny best friend, | nean. Can | talk to you as ny
friend for a mnute? Not as ny ex.

TOW E
Oh - yeah, sure. What's up?
Rl LEY
| had sex with Liam
TOW E
Ckay - -
Rl LEY

Last Friday night.

Tonmm e suddenly can't make eye contact. She
bites at the skin around her fingernails.

TOW E
On! Ckay, uhm Sure. What's - uh - why do you wanna
tal k about that?

Rl LEY
| haven't told Billy yet.

TOW E
Well, that sucks. You should probably tell him

Rl LEY
No shit.
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They are silent again. Riley studies Tomm e for

a while.

Rl LEY
|"msorry. | shouldn't bring this stuff up around
you, | knowit's too fresh for you.

TOW E
No, you know, it's fine. It's been over for a |ong
tine.

Rl LEY
Not really. It's only been a few nonths since we
broke // up --

TOW E

No, it has. You net Liamnearly a year ago and it was
over. Neither of us wanted to say anything. Then you
met Billy and -

Rl LEY
Ri ght --

TOW E
| kinda thought it was over for Liamand ne, but |
guess he's still in the running, huh?

Rl LEY
Wy to make ne feel |ike a jackass, Tonm e.

TOW E
| didn't nean it like -- I'"msorry, I'mjust trying
to make the situation a little lighter.

Rl LEY
Well, don't.

TOW E
| won't. I'Il shut up, just -- tell me whatever is on
your m nd.

Rl LEY
| didn't think I still Iiked Liam

TOW E
O course you do, he's like all you tal k about.

Rl LEY
Right, but - | don't know | figured that after | mnet
Billy - I like himenough that - shit, | don't know

what to do.
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TOW E
Look, just...is there one of themyou |like nore?
Rl LEY
Not really. It's all equal, that's why | can't figure
it out.
TOW E
Well - | guess - | think Billy mght be better for

you. Liamis kind of an ass.

Rl LEY
| know he is just - fuck, sonetinmes he smles at ne
during rehearsals and | nelt.

TOW E
| thought the theater season was over.
Rl LEY
He's ny Billy Flynn at the Lyric this sunmer.
TOW E
You got cast?
Rl LEY
Yeah, we've been in rehearsals for |like three weeks
after school. | told you this.
TOW E

No you didn't!

Everyone gl ances up at the table.

TOW E
Sorry - No, | would have renenbered you sayi ng you
were cast in Chicago.
Rl LEY
Whatever, I'mVelnma. | have to wear a w g.
TOW E
That is not just whatever, Riley. That is really //
awesone!
Rl LEY
Drop it, we're tal king about sonething big here.
TOW E
Sorry. | get that feeling. |I -- there's a girl at

wor k and she makes ny heart go really fast sonetines
and |ike - we've been out for coffee and stuff, but
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she has a boyfriend, you know.

Rl LEY
VWhat a bitch. She shouldn't |ead you on |like that.
TOW E
Yeah, | guess.
Rl LEY
This sucks ass. Fuck, can't this just be easier.
TOW E
|"'msorry. If there's ever anything | can // do -
Rl LEY
Look, | gotta go. | told nmy nmom| would be back by
five.
TOW E
Sure, no problem 1'll see you later -
Ril ey | eaves without a second thought. She
al nost runs into Lauren, who is making rounds
with the coffee pot again.
LAUREN
Doi ng okay over here, guys?
TROY
Sure. Do we settle the check at the counter?
LAUREN
Yep, whenever you guys are ready.
CHRI STI NE
Thanks.
LAUREN

No problem Thanks for comng in.

She heads to Tomm e who is trying as hard as
possi ble not to cry. Lauren pauses before
getting to her table. She goes back to the
counter, glances around for Matt who is in the
kitchen, and grabs a plate from under and pl aces
a donut with sprinkles on it. She goes to
Tomm e' s table.

LAUREN
Hey, kid, do you |like donuts? W got way too nany
this norning and we're honestly having trouble
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selling them

TOW E
No, thank you

LAUREN
You sure? It's on the house if you want it.

TOW E
Thanks, but -

LAUREN
"Il leave it here. Honestly, we have like three nore
boxes in the back. Eat it if you want, but don't
worry about it. Want any nore coffee?

TOW E
Yes, pl ease.

Lauren pours the coffee and heads to Hudson and
Al len's table.

LAUREN
Still doing okay over here?

HUDSON
Yeah, sorry. We're just waiting on our sister.

LAUREN
Not a problem W aren't exactly super busy at the
noment .

ALLEN
Care to stay over here then, hun? W coul d use the
ent ertai nment.

LAUREN
Let me know if you need any nore coffee, okay.

She heads back to the counter to wait for Matt
to get out of the kitchen.

TROY
| love you, but there is absolutely no way that
Sunset Blvd. is better than any novie, |let alone
Touch of Evil.

CHRI STI NE

No way its better than any novie? So Sunset is worse
than...Birdem c?
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TROY
Not what | neant but - yes, | like Birdemc nore.

CHRI STI NE
Then you're just stupid! And you have a stupid grudge
against Billy Wlder for no reason.

TROY
| f your dad had made you watch Buddy Buddy a thousand
times, you'd hate Billy WIlder too.

CHRI STI NE
By that logic I'd hate Julie Andrews! But no, | ama
sensi bl e human bei ng.

TROY
Oh, shut up. We did not watch anything Julie Andrews
that many tines.

CHRI STI NE
Mary Poppi ns every single Sunday for |ike eight
years. Until we staged a revolt.

TROY
Ckay, | guess we did watch it a few tines.

CHRI STI NE
A few? Mke and | weren't surprised when you cane out
for a reason, Dad. It was all the Julie Andrews. And
the paisley shirts didn't really help either.

TROY
VWhat ever!

CHRI STI NE
Don't you whatever me young nman.

Troy makes a "W and a 'M wth his thunbs and
forefingers as he says each word.

TROY
What ever. Your Mom Wor ks at MDonal ds, Worki ng for
M ni mum Wage.

CHRI STI NE
God, you are such a kid!
TROY
Come on, we better get going. |I'm supposed to check

into the hotel in thirty m nutes.
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They both pack up go to the counter to settle
their check. Matt appears fromthe kitchen as
t hey reach the counter.

MATT
Everyt hi ng good?
TROY
G eat, thanks.
MATT
Ckay. 10.15. Thank you. Cone back agai n.
LAUREN
Sound happier to be talking to people, hun.
MATT
No t hanks.
Troy and Christine exit to the street and nearly
run into Gven as she enters. She takes a seat
with her brothers and i mediately brings out a
smal | notepad to sketch on.
GVEN
H, sorry I'mlate. My fucking photography teacher
kept us | ate because - of sone bullshit, | have no
idea. Then traffic was fucking awful.
ALLEN
Good to see you, | ady.
GVEN
Yeah. Why did you wanna talk to us?
HUDSON
What, | need an excuse to see ny siblings?
GVEN
No, but you know | go to school |ike an hour from
here and Allen -- does sonething far away t oo.
ALLEN
| work at the coffee // shop, dude.
HUDSON
Ckay, okay. I'msorry. You guys know that...well, Mm

and Dad were never doing great and Mom has been
struggling since Dad noved out and...And she asked to
move in with ne.
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ALLEN
Ha! That sucks!

GVEN
Good luck with that.

HUDSON
| don't mnd, but | live in a studio apartnent and I
need a bigger place if she is going to live with ne.

GVEN
So you want noney.

HUDSON
| want hel p taking care of our nother.

ALLEN
| thought she had a job.

HUDSON
She makes | ess than you do. She can't afford rent by
hersel f.

GVEN
So you want noney.

HUDSON
Yes, | want you both to pitch in whatever you can.

GVEN
No way, |'m $40,000 in debt and clinbing. | can't
afford ny owmn place | et alone buy one for you.

HUDSON
"' mnot asking you to buy ne a place, | just need
help with the rent for a few// nonths.

ALLEN
| can't afford anything. My roommate's dog just had
puppi es so we need to go get themfixed and stuff.

HUDSON
| "' m not asking for handouts, guys. Just enough to
help // us get -

GVEN
No, Hudson. |I'ma student right // now

HUDSON
|'"'ma student too! |I'mabout to get a nasters degree!
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GVEN
I n Phil osophy! Are you kidding ne, what the hell are
you ever going to do with that?

ALLEN
Don't talk to himlike that!

GVEN
Ch, shut up. You wouldn't know hard work if it
sl apped you in the face.

HUDSON
VWhat are you planning to do with a theater degree?
Wrk in a place like this?

GVEN
God! You're both such dicks!

HUDSON
I"'mthe dick!? | just want hel p buying a honme for our
nmot her and you // are the one -

GVEN
Momis al nbst 55 years old, Hudson. She can find a
home for her fucking self, she doesn't need to nove
in wth you.

Gaen grabs her notepad and storns out just as
qui ckly as she cane in. Hudson and Allen sit

dazed.

HUDSON

She was always a little dramatic, huh?
ALLEN

She's a fucking bitch.
HUDSON

You aren't hel ping pay either?
ALLEN

| don't have the cash, man. |'msorry.
HUDSON

It's okay. | guess - shit, | guess I'll ask Dad.
ALLEN

Tell her to sell the ring?

HUDSON
It's sentinental
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ALLEN
It's expensive. Plus its been nearly 20 years since
Dad noved out.

HUDSON
It's only a few thousand, it wouldn't would barely
cover first last and a deposit.

They both sit in silence for a nonment, Allen
trying hard to find sonmething to say.

ALLEN
Wiy are you such a manas boy?
HUDSON
She nakes ne feel sad. She deserves better than we
gi ve her.
Matt enters again with a burger on a plate, he
throws it down in front of Lauren.
MATT

Here is sone artery killer. Ask before you | eave and
"1l make you sone di abetes |ure.

LAUREN
What a grunp!
MATT
| thought you were hungry.
LAUREN
| thought you had a respectable establishnent!
MATT
What are you tal ki ng about.
LAUREN
Just a bunch of drama in here today, | wasn't
expecting it.
MATT
What do you nean?
LAUREN
Vell - no you wouldn't want to hear it.
MATT

Ch good lord, just say it.



LAUREN

No, way. You don't I|ike gossip.
MATT

| got used to the Real Housew ves, didn't [|?
LAUREN

| guess you did. Two girls just storned out of here,
t he second one was pissed worse than anyone | think
|'ve ever seen.

MATT
Real | y?

LAUREN
Yeah - Brendan Fraser's sister.

MATT
Who?

LAUREN
The guy who hit on ne earlier, keep up.

MATT
kay, |'m here, sorry.

LAUREN
Anyway, the mad girl who stormed out was yelling
about noney. | don't know who the third guy at the
table is though.

They both | ook at Hudson for a nonent.

MATT
Al an Ruck.

LAUREN
No way!

MATT
He is tool Alan Ruck in Ferris Bueller.

LAUREN
He doesn't | ook anything |like that.

MATT
Maybe not, but he sure seens |ike the type.

LAUREN
The type to be Ferris' weird friend?

20.
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MATT
That's right.
LAUREN
He | ooks way nore |ike N ck Frost.
MATT
Ah - sure. Okay. What el se goes on when |'m not out
her e?
LAUREN
Well - John O eese and his daughter left a while ago.
Then, this girl at table four // | don't -
MATT
We don't nunber the tables.
LAUREN
Yeah, but then how do you know which table is what?
MATT
| say 'the one in the corner' or '"this goes to the
guy with the hat'.
LAUREN
That's very confusing. Real restaurants have nunbered
t abl es.
MATT
Fine - go on.
LAUREN
The girl at table four // is -
MATT
VWi ch one is table four?
LAUREN
The one with the girl.
MATT
Got ya.
LAUREN
Anyway. The girl at table four, I'mnot totally sure

what's going on there but her girlfriend or whatever
stornmed out a while ago and she | ooked real upset so
| got her a donut.

MATT
W only had two left.
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LAUREN
Now you have one.
MATT
That was her girlfriend? She didn't seemall that
friendly.
LAUREN
Real | y? Hmm - Wonder what was really going on there.
She seens real broken up about it. | feel bad.
MATT
She'll be alright. 1'll make sure she gets a good
ri de hone.
Lauren takes a bite of the burger - finally -
and speaks with her nouth full.
LAUREN
When are you done for the day?
MATT
What ?
LAUREN
Oh, shut up, | don't even have that nuch food in ny
nout h.
MATT
|"'mclosing up at 10. 1'Il be honme around m dni ght.
LAUREN
Ckay, | gotta get going. Thank you for lunch and for
using me for free labor. | |ove you.
MATT

Love ya too.

They kiss. Lauren exits, taking the plate and
the burger with her. Lights out.



